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President's Summary

As we conclude the 78th season of the Grande Ronde Symphony
Orchestra, I find myself once again filled with awe and gratitude. I
am in awe of our new Music Director, Sam Ross, as he took the
podium with confidence, interacting with both the musicians and
the audience to create stellar performances at every concert. I am
in complete admiration of the 40+ musicians that show up every
Wednesday to rehearse for the Orchestra, added to the many hours
of personal practice time to which so many of them are committed.
My esteem for the small village of dedicated instructors that keep
the Fiddle Club program through the La Grande School District
thriving could not be more deep. The amazing performers that share
their talents through the GRS Chamber Series and Concerto+Aria
Competition have not only my respect, but my deep appreciation.

My gratitude starts with you, the incredible patrons who continue to
show up for performances, as donors, as corporate sponsors, and
as contributors to our endowment. Without you, we simply do not
have the strength to continue to bring this diversity of musical
offerings to northeastern Oregon. You are the crescendo that builds
us, the constant tempo that sustains us, and the rhythm that drives
us forward into our 79th season.

On behalf of the Board of Directors ... THANK YOU for keeping the
music flowing!

- Alice Trindle, GRSA President

Current Board:

Alice Trindle, Heather Null, Janice Cowan, Cilla Coe, Carl
Riehs, Earl Davis, Eric Brown, Lisa Davis, Gracie King, Edie
Engelmann, Travis Rhyne, Anna Cavinato, Sarah Fischer,
and Nate Lowe-EOQU liaison.

Highlights & Insights of the 78th Season

Grande Ronde Symphony Orchestra

It is never easy to step into a new role as the music director and
conductor of a small orchestra, but Sam Ross has risen to the
occasion. Beginning with the November 2025 concerts in both La
Grande and Baker City, plus interacting with 4th graders at the
annual 'Children's Concert, Sam set the stage for relationship
building. The musicians were challenged by his musical selections,
several of which adhered to Sam's desire to bring little known
composers and/or works to the people of northeastern Oregon.
"Sam changed our approach to the fall concerts by bringing some
popular movie score pieces to both McKenzie Theater and St. ...

Francis de Sales Cathedral, and then circled back to more classical
pieces in the winter and spring concerts," commented principal
flute and board member, Janice Cowan. She continued, "While the
programs featured some difficult pieces by Tchaikovsky that
challenged me and other musicians, we also had the opportunity to
play a piece by female composer Augusta Holmes, an exciting piece
entitled "Danse Negre" from the African Suite by  Samuel
Coleridge-Taylor, and of course the fun pieces with the Grande
Ronde Junior Symphony at the Spring Concert." Janice concluded,
"It was an enjoyable season of music and our relationship with Sam
is only growing, as is evidenced by the enthusiasm of the audience."

Grande Ronde Junior Symphony & Fiddle Club

The youth programs supported by the Grande Ronde Symphony are
continuing to expand, or should we say they are "stringing along!"
The Jr. Symphony flourished under the direction of Sam Ross. They
continued to expand their note reading and music theory skills and,
along with selected members of the Fiddle Club, performed in a
"side-by-side" performance with the Grande Ronde Symphony
Orchestra at the Spring Concert.

In the upcoming season, the Jr. Symphony will be under the
leadership of Jacie Sites, who brings a wealth of experience in
working with youth in both fiddle and orchestral settings.

Chamber Series

It is really quite remarkable the quality and diversity of performers
and ensembles that are engaged for the Grande Ronde Symphony's
Chamber Series. This season witnessed the strange and enchanting
instruments of the Oregon Renaissance Band at the October
chamber concert, moving on to the February chamber concert
featuring Grande Ronde Symphony director Sam Ross on viola and
amazing oboist, Sammi Jo Stone. In April, we heard from Sam's
friend and teacher, violist Arnaud Ghillebaert. We wrapped up the
Chamber Series with a rousing group called 'Celtic Connections' at
the Haines Methodist Church. What a wonderful variety of
ensembles! We look forward to an equally entertaining 2026-27
Chamber Series!

Concerto+Aria Competition

The winners of the Grande Ronde Symphony's Concerto+Aria
Competition continue to bring inspirational performances to our Fall
and Spring Concert stage. In November, we were treated to the
incredible violinist, Khaos Kook, as he played the difficult and
beautiful Havanaise by Camille Saint-Saéns. Keeping with the
tradition of showcasing the Young and Advanced Student category
awardees at the Spring Concert, we heard from two extraordinary
pianists. 15-year-old Alexander Vollmer played the first ...
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Visit www.GrandeRondeSymphony.org to purchase season
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movement of Chopin's Piano Concerto No. 1, followed by
19-year-old Nikita Istratov performing the robust third movement
from Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 20. All of these Concerto+Aria
Competition winners are sure to have wonderful careers in music
performance . . . keep you ears open!

For the 2027 Concerto+Aria Competition in the upcoming season,
we are shifting a bit and will only be offering awards for the Young
Student and Advanced Student categories. Instead of an Open
category, we will be inviting a guest artist to the stage of EOU's
McKenzie Theater. We are hoping that the 2026-27 slot will be be
filled by Sam's friend, pianist Grant Mack, from Eugene. Watch for
more information on what will surely be a delightful experience.

Nikita Istratov
Advanced Student Category Winner

Alexander Vollmer
Young Student Category Winner

Looking Forward

The 2026-2027 season marks the Grande Ronde Symphony's 79th
year! The schedule of performances for the upcoming season is
available on our website: GrandeRondeSymphony.org.

Themes & Scheduled Works:

Fall 2026 - November 18th (La Grande) & 21st (Baker City)

Theme: Commemorating 250

Featuring: John Henry: A Railroad Ballad (Aaron Copland); Suite of
Dances (Florence Price); Selections from West Side Story (Leonard
Bernstein)

Winter 2027 - March 10th

Theme: Story Telling

Featuring: Piano Concerto (Edvard Grieg) with soloist Grant Mack;
Orchestral works by Fauré & Mozart

Spring 2027 - May 26th

Theme: Celebrating Spring

Featuring: L'Arlésienne Suite (Georges Bizet); Grande Ronde IJr.
Symphony & Fiddle Club

Andante Circle

The Grande Ronde Symphony Association is proud to announce that
the goal of matching the original contribution to the Grande Ronde
Symphony Endowment by Ginny and Dale Mammen has been met,
bringing the total current investment to $125,000. We want to
especially thank the following 'Andante Circle' and 'Allegro’
members that stepped up to the endowment podium and took up

the challenge:
Andante Circle

Dale & Ginny Mammen - $50,000
Robert Delve - $40,000
Lisa & Earl Davis - $10,000
Anonymous - $10,000
Meredith & Jack Wilson - $10,000

Allegro
Sharon Porter & Matt Cooper - $5,000

The 'Grande Ronde Symphony Fund' endowment is managed by the
Oregon Community Foundation (OCF) through their Endowment
Partners Program.

While the challenge to match Dale & Ginny's initial $50,000
contribution has been met, it does not mean that the opportunity to
invest in the future of your symphony
is closed. Consider leaving a legacy
that will continue to grow over time,
preserving and enhancing its value for
future needs.

Oregon
Community

Foundation
Visit our website or contact us for

more information. BUILDING A BETTER

OREGON, TOGETHER

Something Old . . . Something New

Music Notes with Sam

For the 2025-2026 season, we took a new approach to our
traditional fall gala. The concept was to offer a more personal
opportunity to get to know the music director and interact in a
casual setting with members of the Orchestra and Board of
Directors. What transpired was a Tuesday evening event, prior to
the concert, that we affectionately called 'Music Notes with Sam.' It
was a fine success and we intend to not only continue for next
season, but to also add a similar event in Baker City prior to the
November 21st concert at St. Francis de Sales Cathedral. Tickets for
Music Notes with Sam are just $10 available on our website. We are
excited to feature local catering in both La Grande and Baker City.
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Get Your Business Out Front

The statement ... "It Takes a Village" ... can certainly be applied to
our Corporate Sponsors for this past season. By stepping up to the
table of supporting the arts, these businesses and the institution of
Eastern Oregon University help the Grande Ronde Symphony to
maintain a high level of professionalism. From covering the cost of
printing our informative concert programs, to the use of rehearsal
space and the performances in McKenzie Theater, this "village" is a
strong one.

We are seeking corporate sponsors for our 2026-2027 Grande
Ronde Symphony Orchestra Season.

Packages Available
Platinum: $4,500

Gold: $3,000

Silver: $1,000
Please contact us at info@GrandeRondeSymphony.org or call Alice
at 541.519.7234 if you would like to join these community
supporters with exposure in our programs and on our website.

ARHAA

“Your hearing loss is
completely unique to
you, so your hearing

or

EASTERNOREGON ' = |

GoEasternOregon.com K)de QKumlz/ Dewtal (JQ re

R, (541) 6127555

J-U-B ENGINEERS, INC.

THE GATEWAY
LANGDON MAPPING
GROUP
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We're here for your entire family.
Supporting the arts with a smile!

541.963.4962.

EASTERN
OREGON

UNIVERSITY

WHEATLAHD

INSURANCE CENTER, INC

BUSINESS - FARM - CROP - HOME - AUTO
Visit an office near You!
www.WHEATLANDINS.com

Keep the Music Flowing
for the 79th Season

We all need music in our lives! It’s crucial that your Symphony
continues to connect our community through incredible music.
Purchase your season tickets for the 2026-2027 Grande Ronde
Symphony Orchestra and Chamber Series Concerts today. Help
us keep the music flowing by adding a one-time donation to your

order.
Name:
Address:
Email:
Phone:
TICKET TYPE PRICE PER TICKET | QUANTITY TOTAL
Adult
GR Symphony Orchestra $40.00
Season Ticket
Senior (65+)
GR Symphony Orchestra $35.00
Season Ticket
Chamber Series
Season Ticket $108/00
Bundle-Up
All Access Season Ticket $135
TOTAL
YOUR CONTRIBUTION
PATRON LEVEL DONATION AMOUNT AMOUNT
Adopt a Concert $1500+
Gold Baton $1000 - $1499
Silver Baton $500 - $999
Bronze Baton $250 - $499
Friend $100 - $249
Patron $50 - $99
GRAND TOTAL|

NOTE: GENERAL ADMISSION 26/27 SEASON
GRSO Concerts: Adult - $15; Senior - $12; College - $5; Child - $1
Chamber Series: $40 Sm. Venue; $12 Lg. Venue

Please check here if you would like to join the 'Sustaining Circle'
and we can count on your donation monthly and/or annually.

If you would like your contribution to be “In Memory” or “In Honor” of
someone, please indicate the name(s) below. Please circle the appropriate
recognition.

The contribution is In Memory or In Honor of:

Make checks payable to: Grande Ronde Symphony Assn.
Mail to: GRSA, PO Box 824, La Grande, OR 97850
OR Pay online at: www.GrandeRondeSymphony.org

Support from a variety of grant foundations and
from you, our patrons, was incredible this past
year. We express sincere appreciation to the
following:

Oregon Cultural Trust
Baker County Cultural Coalition
Oregon Arts Commission
Oregon Community Foundation
The Leo Adler Foundation
The Roundhouse Foundation
The Observer & Baker City Herald




